GARDENS    AND    TREES
his diary with enthusiasm many contrivances of this
description. At Cardinal Richelieu's villa at Ruell
he even goes to the extent of admiring a sham arch:
"the Arch of Constantine painted on a wall in oil,
as large as the real one at Rome, so well done, that
even a man skilled in painting may mistake it for
stone and sculpture. The sky and hills which seem
to be between the arches, are so natural that swallows
and other birds thinking to fly through have dashed
themselves against the wall. I was infinitely taken
with this agreeable cheat."
During those travels the gardens to which he
devotes the longest description and which delight
him most are those of the Luxembourg Palace, where
the statues, terraces, pools, groves and grottos fill
him with enthusiasm. In this entry he gives a very
pleasant picture not only of the garden but of those
who frequent it.
"In sum nothing is wanted to render this palace
and gardens perfectly beautiful and magnificent;
nor is it one of the least diversions to see the number
of persons of quality citizens and strangers, who
frequent it and to whom all access is freely permitted
so that you may see some walks and retirements
full of gallants and ladies; in others melancholic
friars; in others studious scholars; in others jolly
citizens, some sitting or lying on the grass, others
running and jumping; some playing at bowls and
balls, others dancing and singing; and all this without
the least disturbance, by reason of the largeness of the
place."
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